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Tuition Office 
Virtually all colleges accept plastic for tuition 
payments. Suggestion: Choose a card that earns 
frequent flyer miles and you can get free tickets for 
junior to jet home for the weekend. Got a younger 
child? Credit is accepted at many daycares, pre-
schools, and private elementary/secondary schools, 
too.  

 
Funeral Home 
Whether pre-paying expenses for yourself or covering 
the costs for a loved one’s arrangements, you can pay 
for virtually the entire funeral process on plastic, from 
will preparation to cremation to funeral home fees. If 
you haven’t made prior arrangements and don’t have 
sufficient life/funeral insurance coverage, your only 
option may be a credit card or applying for a loan 
through the funeral home.  
 
IRS 
When you owe the government money, they want it 
paid yesterday. The Internal Revenue Service offers 
installment payment plans, but they come with interest 
and penalties until you pay in full. If you have a credit 
card with an introductory no- or low-interest period, 
using that card to pay Uncle Sam would be a money-
saving alternative (assuming you can pay the card off 
before incurring any interest). Many local and state tax 
departments also accept payment in the form of 
plastic.  

Car Loan or Home Mortgage 
Ken Clark, a certified financial planner and author of 
“The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Getting Out of Debt,” 
has seen many people pull out the plastic for the 
down payment on a new car or house. “The charges 
don’t hit your credit score until after the loan is 
completed,” he says. 
 
Church Collections Plate 
Want to support your church, but short on cold, hard 
cash? Some churches will accept plastic, either 
directly at the house of worship or through processing 
services like MyChurchDonations.com or 
HolyProcessing.com. 
 
But, Buyer Beware 
Your choices of places to use plastic might seem 
limitless, but that doesn’t mean you should just 
spontaneously yell, “Charge it!” anytime the mood 
strikes. “Remember, most people use credit cards to 
pay for something when they’re tight on money,” Clark 
says. “But then again, if you’re tight on money, you 
should probably ask yourself if you can truly afford it in 
the first place. Consider ‘sleeping on it’ until your next 
paycheck and reevaluating the purchase when you 
actually have funds in your account.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
10 Odd Places to Pull Out the Plastic is provided by Experian.com 
 
 

 
About Government Payment Service, Inc. 

Government Payment Services, Inc. (GovPayEXP) is a national leader in electronic credit and debit card 

payment processing systems for government agencies. Founded in 1997 by retired Sheriff Dale Conrad, 

GovPayEXP processes millions of dollars in government payments each year for nearly 1,500 

jurisdictions in 33 states. The Internet-based payment processing software enables residents, 

constituents and offenders to pay cash bail, parking, speeding and traffic tickets, child support, court 

fees and fines, real estate and property taxes, utility bills or restitution via phone, online or on-site. For 

more information about the company, call 888-561-7888 or visit www.GovPayEXP.com.    


